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In the thirty years I have served in pastoral ministry, there has been just one time
that a service of worship has come to a complete halt before its proper conclusion.
As I guided worship at the East Kingston Community United Methodist Church in
June 2013, a driver of a pickup, likely having a medical episode, crashed into a
parishioner’s vehicle parked by the side of the road. After colliding, the driver’s
car crossed the church lawn, as well as the neighbor’s, and came to rest in a
wooded thicket beyond.
Several from the church immediately raced to the truck to see if the driver was ok,
while I called 9-1-1 for emergency assistance. All present were concerned and
startled, for sure, but I was proud of the way the congregation responded. When we
re-convened, we gathered in a circle of prayer for those involved: the driver of the
pick-up, the parishioner whose vehicle was damaged, the first responders to the
scene (medic, fire, police), and the congregation.
The message of the sermon that was not delivered due to the accident concerned
‘getting-to-know’ our neighbors and reaching out to those beyond our church
walls. An accident is definitely NOT the best way to do this, but it it was
interesting to me that my first conversation with our neighbor happened as a result
of this incident.
I do not believe God causes accidents, but I am grateful God is present in the midst
of them when they do occur. And I am thankful that God is working in multiple
ways at such times, often beyond the awareness of those directly involved.
Following the circle of prayer, those who were able to remain shared in the
sacrament of Holy Communion. We received the elements as a comforting
reminder that God is with us in the midst of our human condition and that Jesus
was no stranger to tragedy in the most devastating sense. Rather than closing with
our patriotic hymn, we closed with the hymn “It Is Well with My Soul,” a hymn
written by Horatio G. Spafford in 1873.
Horatio Spafford was no stranger to trouble either. A devout Christian, he and his
wife, Anna, enjoyed a blessed life together for many years. Then tragedy struck:
their 4-year-old son died of Scarlet Fever. Shortly after that, their home and
extended holdings were destroyed by the Great Chicago Fire. Trying to catch their
breath, they decided to join the Evangelist Dwight Moody in his work for Christ in
Europe. Horatio was delayed, but sent Anna and the girls ahead. The boat they
sailed on collided with another and sank within 12 minutes. Of their family, Anna
alone survived. She felt God saying, “You have been saved for a purpose.”
On his voyage to bring Anna home, Horatio passed over the exact location where
his daughters had perished. He felt God’s presence and trusted their souls to
Providence. Returning to his cabin, he penned the words to the hymn, “It Is Well
with My Soul.” By God’s grace, it is well with our souls, too.
See you in church!
Pastor Steve Bascom, UMCA
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and still receive a paper copy please be sure to
specify this otherwise you will be removed from the
mailing list for the Beacon. Many thanks to those
that are already receiving their eBeacon! The group
is growing. Please keep your email address up to
date. If it changes, send a note to the email above.

Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday is Pastor’s Sabbath day.
Pastor Steve will be in the church office Tuesday
and Wednesday from 9 am to 12 noon. He is also
available by appointment, parsonage phone:
(207) 753-1275; sebisk@live.com.

P.S. You can also find the most recent and the last
issues of the Beacon on our web siteauburnmethodist.org, so please check it out.

Parish Notes

Don’t forget to smile
when you shop at Amazon.

We rejoice with those who are graduating from high
school: Evan Cossey, Nathan Farnsworth, Sara
Kenison, Paige Cote, Abby Hart, and college:
Patrick Buzza, Daphne Ellis. Congratulations!
Please keep Roy Cossey in prayer as he receives a
kidney transplant in June. Praise God!
Our prayers are with the families of Marjorie
Arnold, Carol McFadden and C. Philip Shepherd
who passed away. May God’s grace be with all.

www.smile.amazon.com

The Bean Supper coordinators would like to thank
all the volunteers who have been so willing to help
on the bean suppers this year and look forward to
starting up again in September.

Church News

Friendly Reminders

Trustees Update
Two of the prioritized seed projects are currently
underway: chancel wall and bathroom renovation.
The chancel (back) wall has been cleaned with less
than satisfactory result. After review, the trustees
decided to pursue the acoustical fabric replacement
option. Wanda Sprague and Carroll Akers, who
have given considerable time to the effort, are trying
to negotiate the best price possible for the project to
move forward. We are deeply grateful for their
efforts.

High Street Food Pantry
The following items are needed on a weekly basis:
peanut butter, canned vegetables, canned meats,
soup of any kind, canned pasta, canned fruit, dry
cereal, baking items, crackers, pasta sauce and pasta
and toilet paper. Please place items in the grocery
cart outside the sanctuary. We also collect new or
gently used children’s books. If you have questions
about the pantry or wish to volunteer, please speak
with Leroy Brown or Eric Howes. Thank you for
supporting this mission and helping local people
meet their most basic needs.

The bathroom renovation project (women and
men’s) has been priced at approximately $15,200.
Paul Farnsworth has crafted a proposal in
consultation with the trustees and several women of
the parish and will arrange for the work to move
forward. The project will likely be scheduled
sometime between July 14th and September 1st. If
all goes as anticipated, the bathrooms will be out of

E-beacon Invitation
To receive your eBeacon, send an email to
sunnysidegardens@roadrunner.com. If you would
like to receive an electronic version of the Beacon
2

use for one Sunday only. There are, of course, two
other bathrooms available in the facility for use
during that time.

If anyone would like to take part in helping with this
church function, we are always open for new
workers to participate and pie makers. “Many
hands make light work”.

We are grateful to Maynard Chapman, Joel Irish and
Carrol Akers for striping the driveway with defined
parking spaces. This will make the lot safer to
negotiate. We are also thankful to Tom Hennessey
for contributing a new (locking) mailbox. It has
been relocated to the church side of the road (safety
reasons) with permission from the US Postal
Service. We thank our scouts, scout-leaders and
families for their comprehensive spring clean-up on
May 4th. Super job! Finally, we are grateful to Paul
Bisson who coordinated electrical work to restore
proper lighting outdoors and chancel use of the
outlets. Thank you!

In August, there will be a sign-up sheet on the table
in the narthex for anyone who would like to help.
Many thanks to all who made the bean suppers
possible this past year.
•Barbara & Steve Jamrog, Pam MacDonald /
Kitchen Coordinators
•Jan Wilkinson & Cherie Downing / Set-up
Coordinators
•Donna Manson / Clean-up Coordinator
•Pam MacDonald, Nancy and Tim Lander & Lucille
Webber / Pie Coordinators.

Shop on Park Avenue
November will be here before we know it....Not that
we are wishing the summer away. As you are
cleaning and re-organizing this summer think about
the CHURCH FAIR. We need: jewelry, white
elephant items, books, novels (not text books and
encyclopedias), Home and Hearth, and Christmas
crafts. If you are making jam, pickles, relishes etc.,
make one extra to donate to the Country Store. The
Silent Auction is all set to go, however, we are in
need of Gift Certificates from any place that you
visit. This was a very successful booth last year.

New England Annual Conference – UMC
June 13 – 15, 2019
Manchester, NH
Evening Bible Study!
Tuesdays, 6 pm, Gospel of Mark
(6/11, 6/25, 7/9, 7/30, 8/6, 8/20, 9/3)
Thursdays, 6 pm, Gospel of Luke
(6/6, 6/20, 7/11, 8/1, 8/15, 8/29, 9/12)

LADIES we are going to have a new booth of
scarves and pocketbooks. If you have some that you
no longer use put them aside for the Fair. We are
trying to think of a name for this table! Any ideas?

MOOSE ON THE LOOSE!
Vacation Bible School
July 8 – 12, 8:30 – 11:30 am

Helpers are always needed. It takes all of us to
make the Fair a success.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
June 1st, 7:30 am, UMCA
July 6th, 7:30 am, Terry & Maxine’s Restaurant,
Turner
August 3rd, 7:30 am, UMCA
September 7th, 7:30 am, UMCA (Program: Honor
Flight)

Needed for VBS....Can You Help?
The children are going to be making snack bags for
the Food Pantry as part of their Community Service.
We NEED Individually wrapped, small packages of
raisons, Goldfish crackers, fruit rollup pouches, and
snack crackers. They can be left in Cherie's office
anytime, please label them VBS. Thank you in
advance.

Celebrate Our Church Dinner & Program
Volunteer Appreciation & Church Story
Circuit Rider Parson Noble Bisk, age 106, Humorist
October 6th, 2019, 5 pm, UMCA

Bean Supper Thank Yous!
The Bean Supper coordinators would like to thank
all the volunteers who have been so willing to help
on the bean suppers this year. We look forward to
starting up again in September.

All Church Welcome Back BBQ September 15
after worship service.
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CONGRATULATIONS to our High School
graduating seniors: Sarah Kenison, Nathan
Farnsworth, Paige Cote, Evan Cossey, Abby Hart
CONGRATULATIONS to College Graduates:
Patrick Buzza and Daphne Ellis.
What is a Dad?
•A Dad is someone who... wants to catch you before
you fall but instead picks you up , brushes you off,
and lets you try again
•A Dad is someone who...wants to keep you from
making mistakes, but instead lets you find your own
way even though His heart breaks in silence when
you get hurt.
•A Dad is someone who...holds you when you cry,
scolds you when you break the rules, shines with
pride when you succeed and has faith in you even
when you fail.

May God bless your prayers with faith, your dreams
with hope and all your days with His love. You set
a Goal and achieved it. Now it is time to pat
yourself on the back and say, "Job Well Done!"
Scholarship Recipients: We are happy to
announce that the Wentworth Scholarship will be
awarded to Sarah Kenison and the Bill Hackett
Scholarship will be awarded to Nate Farnsworth.
VBS: MOOSE ON THE LOOSE Mark your
calendar for July 8 -12. Plan to join us for a fun
filled week of stories, crafts, music and much more.

Sunday School wishes all the Dads a blessed
Father's Day!

WANTED: People who are will to do an activity
with the children during the Sunday service this
summer while our Sunday school teachers get to
attend church. It important for them to have this
time. Activities and ideas are available to guide you
in this service.

JUNE has arrived and with that comes the end of
the school year and Sunday School. We have had a
tremendous Sunday School year with a huge growth
in attendance. I appreciate those who came on a
regular basis and those who were able to attend
when sports schedules allowed. Your presence in
Sunday School means so much.

ALSO....please think about helping with Sunday
School when it reconvenes in the fall. Some of our
teachers are retiring or taking a break. We need
YOU!

The LAST Day of Sunday School will be June 9th.
Children will stay in church as the service will need
their participation.

May the summer months be filled with memorable
moments, family, fun and laughter. REST, RELAX
and RE-ENERGIZE !

Time for some THANK YOUs...
My heartfelt thanks to all the Sunday School
teachers, substitutes, and helpers who make the
Sunday School program a success. Your dedication
and devotion each Sunday morning is appreciated
more that you know. You are the BEST!

Thought for the day.
What if We began to treat our Bibles the way we
treat our cell phone? What if we...carried it with us
everywhere, turned back to get it if we forgot it,
checked for messages throughout the day, used it in
case of emergencies, spend an hour or more each
day using it? What would our lives look like?

To ALL who have helped with special events and
activities... Trunk or Treat... Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny.... Christmas Pageant... Children's
Moments... VBS... Youth Group... filling in a
classroom at the last minute... THANK you so
much! It takes the whole church to make these
events a success.
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Support Groups that use our church.
• Sunday EveningPrivate Men’s Group (Please see Pastor Steve for
more information on this group)
• Every Monday EveningThere is a Solution Alanon
Serenity Group
AA
• Last Tuesday of Each MonthMultiple Sclerosis Support Group
• Every Wednesday EveningPrivate Men’s Group (Please see Pastor Steve for
more information on this group)

Summer Celebrations
Date

Birthdays

Anniversaries
June

1
2
3
11
12
13
15
18
22
23
24
25
26
27

Judy Sargent
Amy Young
Shirley Bennett
Carroll Akers
Betty Young
John Coffin
Marilyn Rice
Claire Emerson
Patty Stone

Butch & Cherie Downing

Girl Scouts
• 2nd & 3rd Wednesdays
River Valley Girl Scouts
• First Saturday
Girl Scout Troop 2145

Stephanie Therriault
Maynard Chapman
Dana & Kary Coffin
Joel & Janet Irish
James DeCaylor
Holly Sysko

Cub and Boy Scouts
• Cub Scouts Troop 111
• Several Dens meet every Thursday Evening
Boy Scout Troop 121
• Meets every Thursday Evening
Boy Scout Troop 111
• Meets every Friday Evening

July
1
2
11
13
14
15
16
24
25
29
31

Patricia Timberlake
Dennis Lavoie
Helen McKinley
Daphne Ellis
Brenda Mower
Gladys Chapman
Desire Cossey

Outside Groups That Also Use Our Church
Building on a Regular Basis
Auburn Art Club
Androscoggin Music Together
Edgewood Condo Association
Granite Mills Condo Association
Literacy Volunteers of Androscoggin County
Maine Iris Society
Old Carriage Estates Association
Order of the Eastern Star
Rotary Club Breakfast – Wednesdays
Zumba Fitness Class and many more as requested

Joel & Edith Ellis
Timothy Spiller
Bob Allison
Cherie Downing
Carol Christopoulos

August
5
12
13
20
24
25
26
28
29
30
31

Koby Humason-Fulgham
Dana Coffin
Pastor Steve Bascom
Joel Ellis
Kathryn MacDonald
Tony & Trudy Hodgdon
Kathy Gleason
Debra Humason-Fulgham
Bob & Susan Allison
Bruce & Dawn MacDonald
Maurice & Shirley Keene
John & Sue DeRoche
Edith Ellis
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June Church Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
• 7:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast

• 1:00 PM
Cossey Fundraiser
2
• 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship
(see below)

3

4

5

6

7

8

• 6:00 PM Auburn
Bell Ringers

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

• 6:00 PM
Wesleyan Singers

• 10:00 AM
Faith Journey
• 6:00 PM
Study Group
• 7:00 PM
Church Council

• 11:00 AM
Outreach Comm.

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

10

11
• 6:00 PM
Trustee Comm.
• 6:00 PM
Bible Study
• 6:15 PM
Park Avenue
Pickers

12

13

14

15

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

•10:00 AM
Faith Journey

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

• 11:30 AM
Mission Committee

9
• 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship
(see below)
• 11:30 AM
Finance Committee
Meeting

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

• 10:00 AM
Worship Service
(see below)

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

• 6:00 PM
Bible Study
• 7:00 PM
SPRC Comm.

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

23
• 10:00 AM
Worship Service
(see below)
• 11:30 AM
Worship
Committee
• 2:00 PM
Meeting at Green
St. UMC, Augusta

24

25

26

27

28

29

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

6:00 PM
Bible Study

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

30
•10:00 AM
Worship Service
(see below)
11:30 AM
Faith and Family

Sunday’s Morning Worship Schedule
8:15 AM Praise, Worship and Communion
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School, in the lounge beginning June 16th.
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Lemonade and Conversation
Please refer to the church calendar for day and time of events or call the church office:
Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM – Noon at 782-3972.
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The United Methodist Church of Auburn is an
intergenerational Christian Community whose
mission is to embody Christ's love through a
commitment to serve God by fulfilling the
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of our
congregation and of our local and global
communities.
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