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Forty. That number seems to recur again and again in the Bible and church
year. In the time of Noah, it rained forty days and nights as the ark tossed upon
the waves of the storm. In the time of Moses and Joshua, the Israelites
wandered for forty years in the desert before crossing the Jordan River into a
promised land. At the start of his ministry, Jesus fasted forty days in the desert,
keeping vigil and resisting the tempter.
Though not strictly forty days, Advent anticipates Lent as a time of watching
and waiting for the coming celebration of Jesus’ birth. Lent is a forty day
journey leading to (and through) the cross to the vindicating miracle of Easter
resurrection. And the distance between Easter and the Ascension of Jesus is
also forty days. For forty days, the resurrected Jesus appeared to his disciples,
to individuals (Mary Magdalene, Cephas), a pair (those walking to Emmaus),
and to over 500 at one time (I Corinthians 15:6).
But ‘appearances’ are not the same thing as ‘presence.’ Before the crucifixion,
Jesus was ‘present’ with the disciples. They were not always together, but he
lived with them day to day. In the crucifixion, Jesus was torn from them, just
as loved ones are torn from us when they die. Easter made him ‘present’ once
more, yet he was no longer tethered to their daily life. His appearances and
disappearances were unpredictable, and they did not always recognize him at
first glance.
Had they remembered, Jesus prepared them for this (John 14) when he said,
“Do not let your hearts be troubled…I go to prepare a place for you… I will
come again and take you to myself… And I will ask God, and he will give you
another Advocate to be with you forever…the Spirit of Truth.” The Spirit of
God, alive in Jesus, was poured into the hearts of his disciples to be present
forever!
Thank God, the Spirit of Jesus is with us every day and night of our lives, on
earth and in eternity! There is nothing unpredictable about it. I am persuaded
that nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing, can separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus!
When we become members of the United Methodist Church, we promise to
support it though our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. ‘Presence,’
in this context, is so much more than ‘attending weekly services of worship.’ It
is a sharing of life together: listening to one another in celebration and in
sorrow, laughing, working and playing together, encouraging small groups for
prayer, Bible study and mission. It can be heard at coffee fellowship, in
planning meetings and in conversations while walking the dog. It speaks
through email, facebook, texting and twitter.
Beginning the week following Easter, I will be offering a biweekly, evening
Bible study (6 to 7:30 pm) at the church with the help and hospitality of
Rosemary and Don Malpass. There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall
which will help us determine if Tuesday or Thursday night is best. This is a
marvelous opportunity for participants to be ‘present’ to one another in the
vicissitudes of life we experience. I hope you will join us!

Next due date is April 10th

May God’s Easter joy smile upon you,
Rev. Steve Bascom, Pastor
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Council for a constitutional test by the Book of
Discipline’s restrictive rules. Legislation also passed
concerning pensions of active clergy who choose to
exit the UMC. An actuarially equivalent balance of
their CRSP benefits would be moved by Wespath to
a voluntary defined benefit plan (PIP). Wespath is
working on information to share. Any church
seeking to leave the Connection would be assessed
their fair share of future pension liabilities and an
additional year of Mission Share (apportionments).
A process for disaffiliation passed after being ruled
unconstitutional. It is likely this will be taken up by
the next regular General Conference in May 2020.

Pastor’s Office Hours

Pastor Steve will be in the church office Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9 AM to 12 noon. He is also
available by appointment, parsonage phone:
(207) 753-1275; sebisk@live.com.

Parish Notes
We thank our Outreach and Nurture Teams at UMCA
for hosting a sesquicentennial reception for the City of
Auburn, on Washington’s birthday, 2/22. Many visited
the church for cake and conversation.

The Traditional Plan makes significant changes in
the polity of the UMC, especially regarding the
responsibilities of Bishops and Annual Conferences.
These will be evaluated by the Judicial Council.

Our hearts go out to the family of Shirley and Maurice
Keene, who unexpectedly lost their daughter, Barbara
Keene, on 3/3, following a brief illness. Barbara grew
up in the UMC of Auburn and participated in area
Methodist youth rallies in her teen years. She was a
world traveler and tour guide who touched countless
lives with her unique blend of hospitality and
agri-tourism. A Celebration of her life was held at
UMCA on 3/8/19.

Key Dates:
April 23-24 Judicial Council meets
January 1, 2020 constitutional changes go into
effect
May 5-15, 2020 General Conference meets and
may take further, or alternative actions.
What does this mean for us?
The New England Annual Conference Bishop and
cabinet as well as the Board of Ordained Ministry
have affirmed inclusive practices when
credentialing clergy. We remain an open table that
welcomes people of all nations, ethnic groups, ages
and sexual orientations. We continue to teach and
believe that all persons are welcomed in the church,
all persons are persons of sacred worth and we
welcome all to receive the ministry of Jesus. Human
sexuality is a topic on which people of biblical faith
have differing views.

Evening Bible Study
Pastor Steve Bascom will be offering a biweekly,
evening Bible study (6 to 7:30 pm), beginning the week
following Easter (at the church). Rosemary and Don
Malpass will be helping with hospitality. There is a
sign-up sheet on the mission table in the Fellowship
Hall. Please indicate whether you prefer a Tuesday or
Thursday evening study.
Special Session of General Conference 2019
864 global delegates (half lay, half clergy) met in
Special Session of the UMC General Conference in St.
Louis during the last week of February to receive and
act on the report of the Commission on A Way Forward.
The General Conference is the highest legislative body
in the church, the only group authorized to make
decisions for the entire United Methodist church. Their
work is recorded in the Book of Discipline. By a vote of
438 for to 384 against, the ‘Traditionalist Plan’ passed.
27 changed votes would have tipped it another way.

What do I do now?
Come to MidMaine’s Courageous Conversations
Day on March 24, 2-4 pm, Brunswick UMC to
share and process with others. Share good questions
with each other and with us. We’ll keep sending
information as it becomes available.
Listen to one another. Pray with one another. Read
scripture together. Serve your community. Let your
pastor and church leaders know what you need, and
they’ll let us know what resources will be helpful.

What is the Traditional Plan?
The Traditional Plan keeps current language around
homosexuality, adding penalties for violations of The
Book of Discipline related to marriage and ordination of
homosexual persons. Some pieces of the Traditional
Plan did not pass. What did pass will go to the Judicial

Read more and follow news stories at
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-20
19-special-session.
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who needs a ride to worship services. Even if you
don’t attend the service every Sunday, that does not
eliminate you as a volunteer driver!

Friendly Reminders
The following items are needed for the Food
Pantry on a weekly basis: peanut butter, toilet paper, and
pasta sauce. Please place items in the grocery cart outside
the sanctuary.

Perhaps you might need to be a rider! If you don’t
have a car, are not driving any more or live in a
housing facility that does not offer transportation but
would like a like ride to worship, then please let us
know who you are so we can continue our planning of
this mission. Speak to Janet Irish at church or call
224-0197 or email her at joel.irish@maine.edu

If you have questions about the pantry or wish to
volunteer, please speak with Leroy Brown or Eric Howes.
Thank you for supporting this mission and helping local
people meet their most basic needs.

The Board of Trustees asked 4 church members to
form the Sanctuary Wall Committee. They have
worked since last fall to get prices and commitments
from contractors to replace or clean the fabric. It has
been frustrating. We have waited 4 to 6 weeks for
estimates only to find out they are either too busy to
do the job or they just don't respond. On a good note,
we now have two estimates and a date from one of the
cleaning contractors. So we are continuing to get the
best prices and answers for our church.

E-beacon Invitation
To receive your eBeacon, send an email to
sunnysidegardens@roadrunner.com. If you would like to
receive an electronic version of the Beacon and still
receive a paper copy please be sure to specify this
otherwise you will be removed from the mailing list for
the Beacon. Many thanks to those that are already
receiving their eBeacon! The group is growing. Please
keep your email address up to date. If it changes, send a
note to the email above.

Restroom Renovations
One of the top five priorities of the Vision Seed
Campaign was to update and renovate the restrooms.
The Trustees will soon be voting on a proposal to
install new comfort height toilets in both restrooms
along with new stall partitions. They will get new
accessories such as soap, paper towels and toilet paper
holders. In addition, the ceiling lights in the men’s
room will be changed and in the women’s room a new
solid surface countertop with undermount sinks will
be installed. Both restrooms will get modern single
lever commercial quality lavatory faucets. The
Trustees are waiting on the choice of vendors and the
estimated cost to do the work.

P.S. You can also find the most recent and the last issues
of the Beacon on our web site- auburnmethodist.org, so
please check it out.

Don’t forget to smile
when you shop at Amazon.
www.smile.amazon.com

The time line before the work begins is on the order of
six to eight weeks once the vendors get the go ahead.
The earliest the work can start is the week after Easter.
It is expected that both bathrooms would be completed
in a week (Monday through Saturday). The actual
work is about a day per bathroom for the toilet fixtures
and all the partitions a day after that. There will likely
be some sheetrock patching needed at some point.
Painting, by volunteers, would take place when most
convenient. Since the work would happen during
normal working hours, people would have to use the
single use bathroom. Once the toilets are installed the
bathrooms will likely be in a usable condition (but not
pretty) for any evening building use programs. The
overall goal is to get it all done between Sundays.

Church News

The Nurture Committee is still looking for volunteers to
sign up for an informational meeting to share details of the
WHEELS to Worship Ministry – one of the top 5
Volunteer Vision Seed Missions identified and voted on
by the whole congregation. There is a sign-up sheet on the
table in the Narthex for you to indicate your interest in
hearing about our new ministry. While we know that
some of you already share rides with friends or neighbors,
this new program will not affect any arrangement you
already have. We are looking to form a church sponsored
ministry between a driver and a specific person in the area

The bathroom floors will not be replaced since
replacing the floor would be expensive. The tile and
adhesive contain asbestos and would have to be abated
by professionals and would add at least a week to the
restrooms being off line. It is expected that Peter
should be able to do a complete bathroom floor wax
striping and rewaxing while the bathrooms are cleared
of toilets and partitions.
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Save The Date:
All women from 10 and up, save the date of May 1,2019, for
the annual mother/daughter/friends banquet. The event will
again be catered by the Green Ladle. Reservations will be
on sale Sunday April 7, 14, and 21, limited to 75 persons.
A program will follow the diner. We hope to see you there.

Events
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

You Are "Egg-Stra" Special
Bunnies, eggs and jellybeans.
That's not all that Easter means.
There is another message too...
Jesus died for me and YOU!

Saturday, April 6th, 7:30 am, UMCA

UMCA Holy Week Services
Palm/Passion Sunday, 4/14, 8:15 & 10 am
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service, 4/18, 7 pm
Good Friday Service at Noon, 4/19
Good Friday Service at Calvary UMC, Lewiston, 4/19, 7
pm
Easter SonRise Service, 4/21, 6 am (Place TBA)
Easter Pancake Breakfast, 4/21, 8:30 – 9:30 am
Easter Resurrection Services, 4/21, 8:15 & 10 am

Join us for Breakfast with the Easter Bunny,
Saturday, April 13th 8 to 9:30. Bring your camera.
Please sign up on the table in the fellowship hall so we
have a rough estimate to plan for.
Children...Remember to bring you collection container
to church on Easter Sunday. Our Lenten collection
this year is going to Camp Mechuwana.

Bean Supper
Join us Saturday, April 27th, at 4:00 pm
for our Praise Service followed by our
Bean Supper.

Seniors: We have scholarships available. Deadline to
apply is May 1. Ms. Cherie has applications.

Menu includes: Hot Dogs, Beans,
Casseroles, Coleslaw, Bread, Beverage and Pie. Cost
$8.00 per person Children 6-12 $4.00 Children under 5 are
free. Hope to see you and your friends here for the
supper. The money we raise goes to the church to help
with expenses.

Family Fun Time outing was a huge success. 20
children enjoyed pizza and had lots of fun. Thank you
to Josephine Parker for making the arrangements.
Thank you to Julie Farnsworth, Beth Woodhead and
Carol Christopolous for presenting Beulah Land for
the March Children's Moment. We are always eager
for others to take a turn. Speak to Kay or Cherie.

Maine Adaptive Program
Saturday, 5/4, 7:30 am (Place TBA)

Many thanks to Julie Farnsworth, Desiree Cossey and
Beth Woodhead for helping in the classroom while
Mary was away. Also thank you to Roy Cossey for
helping in the nursery while Sharon was recovering
from knee surgery.

Looking Ahead to May
Happy Birthday! Come to the Party – May 5
Looking ahead to early May, the Nurture Committee
would like to invite you to our Annual Birthday Pot Luck
Luncheon. We will be celebrating everyone’s birthday
after Coffee and Conversation Time on Sunday, May 5.
Please bring a casserole or salad for lunch (since there will
be no Bean Supper the night before, we won’t have the
leftovers we usually have, so do bring something to share).
The Committee will provide beverages and dessert
(CAKES, of course!). So that we will know how many to
prepare for, please SIGN UP on the sign-up sheet that will
be in the Narthex by mid-April. If you think you can
attend but aren’t positive, please sign up – we’d rather
plan for more than not have enough.

Feeling very blessed this Easter season with the
growth in Sunday School attendance. We are
averaging between 15 to 20 children each week.
Amen.
My Easter wish to you... May the Lord smile on you in
a special way this Easter. May He bless you with His
love always.

Spring Bell & Choral Concert
Saturday, 5/11, 6:30 pm, UMCA
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April Celebrations
Date
4
6
7
14
15
20
22
24
28
29
30

Birthdays

Anniversaries
Quentin & Gloria Hall
Jeff and Stephanie Therriault

Ben Stone
Rosemary Malpass
Pam MacDonald
Thomas Bennett

Barry & Becky Skilling

David and Judy Sargent
Karen Hayes
Don and Rosemary Malpass
Maranda Swett
Bruce Hall

I Feel It In The Air
Support Groups That Use Our Church

I know it's Easter time again,
I feel it in the air.
The breath of spring with woodsy tang,
And new life everywhere.
And spring glides on with magic touch
O'er mountain side and glen;
And wakens all the sleeping plants
For Easter time again.

• Sunday EveningPrivate Men’s Group (Please see Pastor Steve for
more information on this group)
• Every Monday EveningThere is a Solution Alanon
Serenity Group
AA
• Last Tuesday of Each MonthMultiple Sclerosis Support Group
• Every Wednesday EveningPrivate Men’s Group (Please see Pastor Steve for
more information on this group)

The brooklets leap from rock to rock,
As if in joyful play;
The flowers peep from darkened tombs
To welcome Easter Day.
The birds are swinging on the boughs,
And trill in ecstasy;
They seem to show the world's great joy
Of Easter mystery.
Why should we dread
the thing called death?
It's just an open door,
Where all within is love and peace
And joy forever more.
"Because I live, you too shall live,"
We hear the Savior say.
Let's consecrate our lives anew,
On this glad Easter Day.

Girl Scouts
• 2nd & 3rd Wednesdays
River Valley Girl Scouts
Cub and Boy Scouts
• Cub Scouts Troop 111, several Dens meet every
Thursday Evening
•Boy Scout Troop 121 meets every Thursday Evening
•Boy Scout Troop 111 meets every Friday Evening
Outside Groups That Also Use Our Church
Building on a Regular Basis
Auburn Art Club
Androscoggin Music Together
Edgewood Condo Association
Granite Mills Condo Association
Literacy Volunteers of Androscoggin County
Maine Iris Society
Old Carriage Estates Association
Order of the Eastern Star
Rotary Club Breakfast – Wednesdays
Zumba Fitness Class

- Edna Reed

and many more as requested
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April
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

5

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

4
• 10:00 AM
Faith Journey
•11:00 AM
Nurture Comm.
•11:00 AM
Outreach Comm.
• 7:00 PM
Church Council

6
• 7:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast
UMCA

7

8

9

10

11

12

Sunday Worship
(see below)

• 6:00 PM
Bell Choir

• 6:00 PM
Trustee Mtg.

• 10:00 AM
Faith Journey

• 10:00 AM
Montello Worship
Service

• 6:15 PM
Park Ave Pickers

•10:00 AM
Chapman House
Service
• 6:00 PM
Wesleyan Singers

15

16

17

18

19
Good Friday

• 6:00 PM
Bell Choir

• 1:30 PM
Naomi Circle

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

Maundy Thursday

Sunday

• 11:30 AM
Mission
Committee

14
Palm
Sunday
Sunday
Worship
(see below)

• 6:30 PM
Ruth Circle
Joel Ellis will show
Iceland slides

•11:00 AM
Finance Committee

• 10:00 AM
Faith Journey

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

• 10:00 AM
Schooner Worship
Service

• 7:00 PM
Tenebrae Service

• 12 PM
Good Friday
Service

13
• 8:00 AM
Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny

20
No Church
Activities
Scheduled

21
Easter
• 6:00 AM
SonRise
Service
• 8:30 AM
Pancake Breakfast
•Sunday Worship
(see below)

22

23

24

25

26

27

• 6:00 PM
Bell Choir

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

• 10:00 AM Clover
Worship Service
• 10:00 AM
Faith Journey
• 7:00 PM
SPRC Committee

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

•4:00 PM
Praise Service
• 5:00 PM
Bean Supper

28

29

30

•Sunday Worship
(see below)
• 11:30 AM
Chapman
Luncheon

• 6:00 PM
Bell Choir

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

Sunday’s Morning Worship Schedule
8:15 AM Praise, Worship and Communion
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Coffee and Conversation

Please refer to the church calendar in the Church Hall for day and time of events or call the church office:
Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM – Noon at 782-3972.
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Auburn United Methodist Church
Special Mother’s Day Remembrance Bulletin
A special Mother’s Day Remembrance Bulletin will again be sponsored this year by Ruth Circle, honoring Mothers
living, and in memory of those who are no longer with us, but will always be remembered in our hearts.
If you would like to pay tribute to your Mother, Grandmother or some other Special Woman by having their names
listed in this bulletin insert on Mother’s Day and help a worthwhile community cause, we would be very happy to
have you participate.
EACH NAME submitted for remembrance will be $1.00 (or more, if you wish) – the money collected will go to The
Wisdom Women’s Center in Lewiston. Ruth Circle’s choice for our fundraising project will go to a mission for
women that functions as a grassroots collaborative of women who work together to break their isolation and build
community toward the bettering and enriching of each other’s lives. The sacred and safe Center supports women
in becoming aware of their inner resources, pursuing life affirming relationships, and developing their potential.
List the name of the ones to be remembered or honored, as well as your name – please use ONE LINE per name
(and up to 3 names per form) on the appropriate form below. You may mail your forms and check made out to Ruth
Circle to:
Janet Irish, 263 School House Hill Road, Turner, Maine 04282
Or you may turn them in at church where members of Ruth Circle will have a table set up after worship on April 7,
14, 28 and May 5 and a self-service area for the 8:30 worship service, with a collection deadline of May 5, 2019.
The deadline is a MUST to insure inclusion in the bulletin on Mother’s Day.
*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*
IN MEMORY OF:

REMEMBERED BY (your name):

_________________________________

___________________________________

_________________________________

___________________________________

_________________________________

___________________________________

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*

IN HONOR OF:

REMEMBERED BY (your name):

_________________________________

___________________________________

_________________________________

___________________________________

_________________________________

___________________________________
(Ruth Mother’s Day – Beacon)
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The United Methodist Church of Auburn is an
inter generational Christian Community whose
mission is to embody Christ's love through a
commitment to serve God by fulfilling the
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of our
congregation and of our local and global
communities.
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