UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF AUBURN
December 13th, 2020, Third Sunday of Advent, 8:15 & 10 am
All members of this parish form the ministry team in witness of Christ.

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

GATHERING PRAISE: Judith Kuhn, Pianist

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: Rev. Steve Bascom, Pastor
The United Methodist Church of Auburn is an intergenerational Christian Community
whose mission is to embody Christ’s love through a commitment to serve God
by fulfilling the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of our congregation
and of our local and global communities.

PRELUDE: : “Simple Gifts” Judith Kuhn, Pianist
GATHERING PRAYER:
*CALL TO WORSHIP:

Leader: God is good.

People: All the time!

L: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,

P: Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”

L: We watch, we wait; we wonder and anticipate.

P: We journey forth to Bethlehem, hoping we may celebrate,

All: life, liberty and joy with the advent of our Savior!

UMH #210

*ADVENT HYMN: “Toda la Tierra (All Earth Is Waiting)”

Caroline Coffin, Soloist
All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, and the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord.
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth.

Thus says the prophet to those of Israel, “A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,”
For his name is “God with us,” our brother shall be,
with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts.

Mountains and valleys will have to made plain;
open new highways, new highways for the Lord.
He is now coming closer, so come all and see,
and open the doorways as wide as wide can be.

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared, yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today,

for he lives in all Christians and is with us now; again, with his coming he brings us liberty.
(Catalonian Text, Alberto Taule, 1972, UMH, CCLI #2986523)

WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD

LIGHTING THREE ADVENT CANDLES: (10 am)
CHILDREN’S MOMENT: (10 am)
SCRIPTURE: John 1:6-8, 19-28 Liturgist (10 am)

HYMN OF PREPARATION: “The King of Glory Comes” TFWS #2091
Refrain
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.

Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.

Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. (Refrain)

In all of Galilee, in city or village, he goes among his people curing their illness. (Refrain)

Sing then of David’s son, our Savior and brother, in all of Galilee was never another.

(Refrain)
(Words: Rev. Willard F. Jabusch 1982, OCP Publications; Music: Israeli folk song, TFWS, CCLI #2986523)

“Anointed”
Text: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

MESSAGE:

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
OFFERING & OFFERTORY: : “Medley of Hymn Classics”

Judith Kuhn, Pianist

(10 am only)
We invite you to invest in God’s mission and ministry as it flows
through the United Methodist Church of Auburn into human lives!
DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; UMH Page 94

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the Source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

Precious Lord, amid the twinkling lights, the bustling shoppers, and the traffic jams, we
see you. We see you in the smile of a child who is sitting on Santa’s lap and in the face of
the homeless man who is standing on the street corner. We see you and are amazed by
your abiding presence. You are always with us! We offer these gifts in gratitude for your

presence. O come, O come, Emmanuel. Amen.
(David Bell, c2007 General Board of Discipleship, Worship & Song)



CELEBRATIONS AND PRAYER:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*SENDING HYMN: “Q Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH #230
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep and angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth!

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessing of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born is us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
(Words: Phillips Brooks, 1868; Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1868, Public Domain)

*BENEDICTION:

*POSTLUDE: : “To The Glory of God”
*Please stand as able.

Online Technician: Len Lednum

Judith Kuhn, Pianist
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