UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF AUBURN
December 20th, 2020, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 8:15 & 10 am
All members of this parish form the ministry team in witness of Christ.

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
GATHERING PRAISE:                                                                        Judith Kuhn, Organist
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  	                      Rev. Steve Bascom, Pastor
The United Methodist Church of Auburn is an intergenerational Christian Community 
whose mission is to embody Christ’s love through a commitment to serve God
 by fulfilling the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of our congregation
 and of our local and global communities.
PRELUDE: “Follow the Star of Bethlehem”                                       UMCA Handbell Choir
William Buzza, Directing
GATHERING PRAYER:
[bookmark: _Hlk504033074]
*CALL TO WORSHIP:
   Leader: God be with you.
[bookmark: _Hlk505242808]   People: And also with you.
   L: We gather in preparation
   P: for good news is about to be proclaimed.
   L: We gather in expectation
   P: for joy is about to break forth in our midst.
   L: We gather in celebration
   P: for we are those people who have said yes to the manger,
           yes to the one incarnate for others,
           yes to the wholeness of God.
   All: In preparation and expectation, let us celebrate!
(c1976 William B. Oden, Worship & Song)

[bookmark: _Hlk480884673][bookmark: _Hlk504033099]*ADVENT HYMN: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                          UMH #216
Caroline Coffin, Soloist
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as those of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night.

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night.

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
True man yet very God, from sin and death now save us, and share our every load.
(Words: Theodore Baker, 1894; Music: Alte Catohlische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1599, Public Domain)

WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD
LIGHTING FOUR ADVENT CANDLES:                             Judy & Dave Sargent (10 am)

CHILDREN’S MOMENT:            Cherie Downing, Church School Superintendent (10 am)

SCRIPTURE: Luke 1:46b-55                                                                         Liturgist (10 am)                    
[bookmark: _Hlk505242884]
HYMN OF PREPARATION: “The Snow Lay on the Ground”                         TFWS #2093
Ths snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright,
when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoramus Dominum.

Refrain
Venite adoramus Dominum. Venite adoramus Dominum.

‘Twas Mary, daughter pure of holy Anne, that brought into this world the God made man.
She laid him a stall at Bethlehem; the ass and oxen shared the roof with them. (Refrain)

And thus that manger poor became a throne; for he whom Mary bore was God the Son.
O come, then, let us join the heavenly host; to praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
(Refrain)
(Words: Anglo-English carol; Music: English melody; adapt. By Charles Winfred Douglas, TFWS, CCLI #2986523)

MESSAGE:                            “Nothing Is Impossible for God”
Text: Luke 1:26-38

WE RESPOND IN FAITH
OFFERING & OFFERTORY:                                                                            (10 am only)
We invite you to invest in God’s mission and ministry as it flows
through the United Methodist Church of Auburn into human lives!
DOXOLOGY:	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;	                  UMH Page 94
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the Source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:
Gracious God, we offer you thanks and praise for this season of anticipation, this season of Advent. As we prepare for the birth of your son, we share our tithes and offerings with the joy and excitement that are common when people anticipate the birth of a new child. Bless these gifts in your Holy Name. Amen.
(David Bell, c29007 General Board of Discipleship, Worship & Song)
CELEBRATIONS AND PRAYER:                                              
THE LORD’S PRAYER

[bookmark: _GoBack]WE DEPART TO SERVE
*SENDING HYMN: “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                      UMH #221
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and arch-angels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.
(Words: Christian G. Rossetti, 1872; Music: Gustav Holst, 1906, UMH, Public Domain)
*BENEDICTION:
*POSTLUDE:
*Please stand as able.
Online Technician: Len Lednum
Christmas Eve: In-person/Facebook Live-stream, 5 pm; Zoom Lessons & Carols, 9 pm 

UMC of Auburn -
   Website: www.auburnmethodist.org
   Email: office@auburnmethodist.org
   Telephone: (207) 782-3972
   Office Hours: M-F, 9 am to 12 n
   Administrative Assistant: Carla Daigle
   Pastor: Rev. Steve Bascom, Sr.
      Telephone: c(339) 440-3746
       Email: sebisk@outlook.com








Rev. Stephen Bascom, Sr., Pastor				Worship Schedule
Sunday         8:15 am
    10:00 am & Online
