
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF AUBURN 
March 21st, 2021, Fifth Sunday of Lent, 8:30 (zoom) & 10 am (live-stream) 

All members of this parish form the ministry team in witness of Christ. 

 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

GATHERING PRAISE:                                    Judith Kuhn, Organist 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS:         Rev. Steve Bascom, Pastor 
The United Methodist Church of Auburn is an intergenerational Christian 

Community whose mission is to embody Christ’s love through a commitment 

to serve God by fulfilling the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of our 

congregation and of our local and global communities. 

PRELUDE:                    “On Eagle’s Wings”              Handbell Choir 

William Buzza, Director 

GATHERING PRAYER: 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

   Leader: God is good. 

   People: All the time! 

   L: Once, you trembled before the holy, fearing approach, 

          lest you come undone. 

   P: Once, we implored others to speak to God for us. 

   L: But now, the intention and love of God are planted in 

         the heart, your heart, Spirit Alive from within! 

   P: We are the Body of Christ, a physical, yet sacramental witness 

          of God’s unfailing covenant of grace. 

   All: Spirit of the Living God, flow through our hearts, lives 

          and actions… 

 

HYMN:   “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”        UMH #500      

Caroline Coffin, Soloist 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth; 

through all its pulses move; stoop to my weakness, 

mighty as thou art, and make me love thee as I ought to love. 
 

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending 

of the veil of clay, no angel visitant, no opening skies; 

but take the dimness of my soul away. 
 

Hast thou not bid me love thee, God and King? All, all thine own, 

soul, heart and strength and mind. I see thy cross; 

there teach my heart to cling, O let me seek thee, and O let me find! 
 

Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh; teach me the struggles 

of the soul to bear. To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh, 

teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 
 

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion 

filling all my frame; the kindling of the heavenly descended Dove, 

my heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 
(Words: George Croly, 1867; Music: Frederick C. Atkinson, 1870, UMH, Public Domain) 

 

WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT:                                   

 

SCRIPTURE:             John 12:20-33     Carol Christopoulos, Liturgist 

                   Caroline Coffin, Liturgist 

 

HYMN:            “Change My Heart, O God” (2X)         TFWS #2152 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 

You are the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 
(Eddie Espinosa, c1982 Mercy/Vineyard Pub., TFWS, CCLI #2986523) 

 

MESSAGE:                          “Heart as Sacrament” 

                                  Text:  Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”                                       

                                                      Judith Kuhn, Organist (10 am only) 

We invite you to invest in God’s mission and ministry as it flows 

through the United Methodist Church of Auburn into human lives! 

 

DOXOLOGY:                                                                        UMH #94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the Source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
(Words: Thomas Ken, 1674; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange, 1623, UMH, Public Domain) 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 

Loving God, you powerfully fill the voids in our lives. You reveal 

your compassionate grace by the simple act of always being 

present. You unselfishly feed us when we are hungry and quietly 

walk with us when we feel alone. Combine this offering with others 

so that all your children can be filled with the power of your 

redeeming spirit. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
(David Bell, c2007 General Board of Discipleship, W&S, Adapted) 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND PRAYER:                                               

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 

HYMN:              “Near to the Heart of God”                    UMH #472 

There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God; 

a place where sin cannot molest, near to the heart of God. 
Refrain 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, 

hold us who wait before thee near to the heart of God. 

 

There is a place of comfort sweet, near to the heart of God; 

a place where we our Savior meet, near to the heart of God. (Refrain) 

 

There is a place of full release, near to the heart of God; 

a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God. (Refrain) 
(Cleland B. McAfee, 1903, UMH, Public Domain) 

BENEDICTION: 

POSTLUDE:  “Fantasia on “Coronation”       Judith Kuhn, Organist 

Online Technician: Len Lednum 

 

UMC of Auburn  

Website: www.auburnmethodist.org 

Email: office@auburnmethodist.org 

Telephone: (207) 782-3972 

Office Hours: M-F, 9 am to 12 Noon 

Administrative Assistant: Carla Daigle 

Pastor: Rev. Steve Bascom, Sr. 

Telephone: c (339) 440-3746 

Email: sebisk@outlook.com 

THE 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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             439 Park Avenue, Auburn, ME 04210, 207-782-3972 

   

*A Reconciling Congregation 

 
Rev. Stephen Bascom, Sr., Pastor 

Worship Schedule: Sunday    8:30 am (Zoom) & 10:00 am Online 
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