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The Pastor’s Pen 

Much to my surprise, Epiphany and Baptism of the Lord Sunday are both observed

on January 7th this year. I did not realize they ever happened simultaneously. As I

considered this, I recalled a lesson delivered by my first seminary preaching

professor. He asked, “What other stories, besides the visit of the Magi, are

appropriate Bible texts for Epiphany?”

Epiphany means ‘manifestation’ or ‘showing forth’ of the divine. After

consideration, we came up with several possibilities: dedication of Jesus, baptism of

the Lord, wedding at Cana of Galilee, Jesus’ visit to Capernaum, even the

transfiguration of Jesus. All of these are moments when Jesus was introduced to the

world in a new or surprising way.

In truth, all of us are called to introduce Jesus to the world. But the world is a pretty

big place. Even Billy Graham didn’t introduce Jesus to the whole world. I love the

story of an encounter he once had with a teen in New Orleans. After asking for

directions on how to get to the Superdome for a crusade he was scheduled to lead,

Billy Graham invited the young man to come along. “I’m going to speaking on the

subject:  How To Get To Heaven,” Billy told him.

“Why would I want to go to that?” the youth replied, “You don’t even know how to

get to the Superdome!”

Over the years, I have noticed that church-goers and non church-goers have one thing

in common. They both become anxious over the word, evangelism. The first often

doesn’t know how to ‘lead someone to Christ,’ and the second has no desire to be

someone’s evangelistic project. But effective evangelism in New England often

operates by another name: Friendship.

When we are genuine friends with another person, we listen to what matters to them,

and eventually, we, too, have an opportunity to share what matters to us. We share

the story of what God means to us, and what it is like to be a follower of Jesus. We

don’t need to couch it in churchy language. In fact, the more natural we are, the more

likely our message will be heard. We truly don’t need to save anyone (Jesus did that)

or convict anyone (the Holy Spirit does that). All we are asked to do is ‘tell our

story.’ God takes care of the rest.

As we begin a new year, I encourage you to make a new friend. And maybe, when

the time is right, you might share your story with them, or perhaps even invite them

to church. Who knows? Maybe you will see Jesus in them, and maybe they will see

Jesus in you!

Much joy as we enter 2024 together,  

Pastor Steve Bascom
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Pastor’s Office Hours

Monday is Pastor’s Sabbath day. 

Pastor Steve will be in the church office Tuesday from 9

am to 12 noon.  He is also available by appointment,

parsonage phone: (207) 753-1275;   sebisk@outlook.com

Parish Notes

We celebrate with Isabella Russell who became an

Eagle Scout at a Court of Honor on 11/25/23.

Congratulations!

We were blessed on Reign of Christ Sunday,

November 26th, to have Bishop Peggy and Mary

Johnson with us at worship. Bishop Johnson preached

at both services, visited City Mission, and even

accompanied in Ryan’s absence (due to illness). Truly

a blessing!

We celebrate with Jamie Rae Thompson who

professed her faith through baptism on 12/10/23.

Congratulations! We celebrate your faith journey.

Our hearts are with the family of beloved member,

Marilyn Rice, who passed away on December 5th. For

many years, Marilyn served as resident church

historian. In that capacity, she interviewed numerous

parishioners, creating a profile of each. Her notes are

a precious gift to UMCA’s heritage. A Celebration of

Life gathering is planned for 7/27/24 at Bear Pond in

Turner, ME.

Friendly Reminders

The following items are needed for the Food 

Pantry on a weekly basis: peanut butter, toilet paper,

and pasta sauce.  Please place items in the grocery

cart outside the sanctuary.  

If you have questions about the pantry or wish to

volunteer, please speak with Leroy Brown.  Thank

you for supporting this mission and helping local

people meet their most basic needs. 

E-beacon Invitation

To receive your eBeacon, send an email to

sunnysidegardens@roadrunner.com.   If you would

like to receive an electronic version of the Beacon

and still receive a paper copy please be sure to

specify this otherwise you will be removed from the

mailing list for the Beacon.  Many thanks to those that

are already receiving their eBeacon! The group is

growing.  Please keep your email address up to

date.  If it changes, send a note to the email above.

P.S.  You can also find  the most recent and the last 

issues of the Beacon on our web site-

auburnmethodist.org,  so please check it out.  

Church News

Have a Prayer Request 

for the Church Prayer Team?

Our UMCA Prayer Stream is prepared anytime to

send out prayer requests for you to our email team of

28 participants or to the phone tree portion of our

team. All members of the team receive the request

and it goes out both through email and the phone to

ask for your specific prayer to be shared. To request

prayers, please contact:  Janet Irish

at joel.irish@maine.edu or Lucky DiBello by phone at

207-784-3869.  We are happy to facilitate the prayers

for you. 

Calvary UMC’s Stained-Glass 

Gethsemane Window

Calvary UMC’s backlit Gethsemane Window will be

moving to UMC of Auburn (following

cleaning/restoration), and will be mounted in the

vestibule area of Fellowship Hall (on the inside wall

which borders the playground). The window served as

the backdrop of the chancel of Calvary UMC’s

previous building and was relocated to the 59

Sabbatus site after Calvary moved to that location.

UMCA Trustees – Security Cameras

The first (of three) projects, underwritten by a faith

community security MEMA/FEMA grant, has been
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completed. Six security cameras (monitored from the

secretary’s office) have been installed to offer

surveillance of facility entrances, playground, and

high-traffic areas. The surveillance both monitors and

records activity for later review.

Mission Project for January 2024:

“Mission Shares – Ministry Support”

The first priority of missional giving for any United

Methodist Church is Connectional Mission Shares

which consists of three budgeted line items: Ministry

Support, New England Missions and World Missions.

UMC of Auburn’s 2024 fair share commitment for

Ministry Support is $17,502.00. This is NOT a local

pastor support line item.

The Ministry Support contribution includes: health

benefits for retired pastors, spouses, survivors and

disabled clergy (1.4%), Episcopal operations expense

(3.3%), compensation/administrative support for 7

district superintendents (22.9%), Board of Ministry

support/equitable salary compensation (6.2%), New

England Conference administrative boards, agencies,

staff (12.8%), and Connectional Mission Share

(anticipated unpaid apportionments 7.4%).

At January worship services, we will share stories

which flow from Ministry Support giving. January

mission contributions will help to fund this important

connectional support. Thank you for your generosity!

Lenten Membership Class

Beginning Sunday, February 18th, 4 pm, UMCA,

Pastor Steve Bascom will offer a Lenten ‘New

Members Class’ for all who may wish to unite in

membership with the church on Easter Sunday, March

31st. Sessions will focus on five themes of the

membership vow: prayers, presence, gifts, service,

and witness. Additional classes will be held: 3/3, 3/10,

3/17 and 3/24.

“Innovation Incubator”

During January through May (2024), Pastor Steve

Bascom will participate in a Many Waters District

online pilot program designed to help pastors adapt

ministry methods to new ways of experiencing

church. The series is led by District Superintendent

Arlene Tully and will be funded by the District.

Christmas Gift Bags

Again, we are requesting unneeded Christmas gift

bags for the Surprise Bags at next year’s church Fair. 

Last January, you were very generous with your

excess gift bags and it was much appreciated. 

Everything for the Surprise Bags is donated: bags,

tissue paper, and the $5 items.  Everything in this

booth is profit for the Fair! 

           Wheelchairs for the Church

            The Mission Committee is asking anyone who  

            has borrowed either a wheelchair or a walker

from the church, and if the need for it is over, would

you please arrange for its return? While in the past we

had several wheelchairs available for emergency use

at the church, we find we have none at this time.  

Also, if you have this type of equipment in good

condition that you no longer need and would be

willing to donate, please speak to Pastor Steve or to

Pat Titus of our committee.  Right now, we have a

wheelchair and a walker on a short term loan until we

have our own again.  Many thanks for your

consideration!

Events 

Sunday Worship Services

8:30 am - ‘In Person’ & Zoom

10:30 am - ‘In Person’ & Live-stream

(You Tube, UMCA Facebook,

www.auburnmethodist.org)

Growing Deeper

“Facilitated Conversation Centered on Lectionary

Readings for the Day”

Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 am

UMC of Auburn Lounge (Led by Pastor Steve Bascom)
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Upper Room Devotional

Weekly Zoom Meetings, January 5, 12 & 19 at 10 am

(Open to all/facilitated by Pastor Steve Bascom)

Faith Journey 

(weekly women’s spiritual formation group)

Open to all Women of the Wider Parish of UMCA and

Calvary UMC

Thursdays, 9:30 am, UMCA choir room

Bible Study: Matthew

Friday Nights, 6:30 pm, UMCA

Men’s Monthly Fellowship Breakfast -

Auburn/Lewiston

Saturday, January 6th, Epiphany, 7:30 am, UMCA

Better Together Team

The Better Together Team invites you to a luncheon

(chile/chowder) following 10:30am worship on Sunday,

January 7th. After the luncheon, we will gather in the

sanctuary for a final ‘open-to-all’ Listening Post with

updates, clarification and conversation regarding the

approaching Vital Merger church conference votes.

Assisted-Living Monthly Worship Services

Led by Pastor Steve Bascom

Clover Manor, January 18th, 10 am

Schooner Estates, January 26th, 10 am

Church Public Supper

Saturday, January 20th, 5 pm, UMCA

With the Park Avenue Pickers!

Our 2024 New Year Wish for You...

Happiness deep down within,

Serenity with each sunrise,

Success in each facet of your life.

Family beside you,

Close and caring friends,

Health inside you

Love that never ends.

Special memories of all the yesterdays.

A bright today with much to be thankful for!

A path that leads to a beautiful tomorrow.

Dreams that do their best to come true,

Appreciation of all the wonderful things about YOU!

From all of us in Sunday School to all of you...

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

MANY, MANY, MANY THANKS to Chris and Cherie

Poole for organizing the Christmas pageant.  Chris and

Sullivan worked on the technology.  It was a time when

sickness had taken over the Sunday School children so a

HUGE thank you to all who took part.  We couldn't have

done it without you.

We ended the year with very consistent attendance in all

of our Sunday School classes.  What a joy and blessing to

see so many children each week.  I couldn't be happier.

The Youth Group has many activities planned for the

New Year.  They are a dedicated group of youth who are

making a difference.  

Scholarship Recipients  

As soon as you have a transcript from your successful

completion of your first semester please make sure the

church sees it so we can issue your scholarship at the end

of January.

The Legend of the Snowflake

Long ago a gleaming star led the way to a Child born in a

Manger.  Today it is believed that Snowflakes are little

pieces of that special Star that leads us to The Light of

the World - Jesus.

A little Child, Star so bright.

Love was born on that blessed night.

Dear Congregation,

     There is much we can be thankful for...the blessings

of God in our lives, the people God had blessed us with

and the Hope we have in Christ.

     Your generosity is absolutely amazing and my gift

was very touching.  I have not stopped giving thanks for

my church family.   Thank you so much.

Feeling Blessed,

Cherie 
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January Celebrations
Birthdays Anniversaries

2     Pat Titus

3     Diane Higgins

       Saphryn Humason-Fulgham

       Patricia Thomas

5     Gloria Hall

8     Frank & Patricia Thomas

10   Sarah Swett

13   Mary Coffin

19   Thelma Quimby

24   Joel Irish

31   Elaine Hemenway

Happy New Year to each of you!  If you would like your
birthday and/or anniversary entered in our monthly
Beacon, please contact Sharon McGilvery at
207.782.0089 or sharon.mcgilvery@yahoo.com.  

Support Groups that use our church.
• Sunday Evening and Wednesday evening

Private Men’s Group (See Pastor Steve for more

information)

• Every Monday Evening-

Keep Coming Back AA (Men and Women)

There is a Solution   Alanon (Women)

The Serenity Group   (12-Step Fellowship)

• Every Tuesday Evening

One Day at a Time    Alanon (Women)

Girl Scouts
• 2  & 3rd Wednesdaysnd

   River Valley Girl Scouts Team Meeting

• 2  & 4  Wednesday, Troop 5043nd th

Cub and Boy Scouts
• Cub Scouts Pack 111, every Thursday evening

•Boy Scout Troop 121, every Thursday evening

•Boy Scout Troop 111, every Friday evening

Outside Groups That Regularly Use Our Church

Building 
Auburn Art Club

Androscoggin Music Together 

Edgewood Condo Association

Granite Mills Condo Association

Literacy Volunteers of Androscoggin County

Maine Iris Society

Music Together

Park Avenue Pickers

Rotary 

and others as requested.

Please refer to the church calendar in the Church Hall

for day and time of events or call the church office:

Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM – Noon at 782-3972.

Piano needing a home.
A beautiful vintage McPhail (Boston) upright piano in

great condition is looking for a new home.The piano’s

sound is rich and the body immaculate.  Its current

owner wishes to offer it to an interested party at no cost.

The taker will only be responsible for providing the cost

of moving the piano to its new home. If you are

interested, please call Judy at 207-333-7208 and we can

discuss a time for a viewing of the piano. Thank you!
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January 2024 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

(Z) = Zoom

1

Office Closed

• 5:30 pm

 Bell Choir

2

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

Pastor out of office.

3

•10 am
Adult Church
Study
(Z)
• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice
• 6 pm 
Park Ave. Pickers

4

• 9:30 am

Faith Journey

• 10:45 am

NOW Comm.

(Z)  

• 6:30 pm

Church Council

(Z)

5

• 10 am

Upper Room Group

(Z)

• 6:30 pm 

Bible Study

Gospel of Matthew

6

• 7:30 am

Men’s Breakfast

Fellowship Hall

7

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

12:00 Noon 

Better Together

Luncheon

8 

• 5:30 pm

9 

• 2 pm

Missions Comm. 

• 4 pm     Better

Together Mtg.  
• 6 pm

Trustees

10

• 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

11

• 9:30 am

Faith Journey

• 6:30 pm

Church Council

(Z)

12

• 10 am

Upper Room Group

(Z)

• 6:30 pm 

Bible Study

Gospel of Matthew

13

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

14

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

15

• 5:30 pm

16

• 1 pm

Naomi Circle

• 6 pm

Leadership Board

@ UMCA

17

• 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

18

• 9:30 am

Faith Journey

• 10 am

Clover Worship

• 6 pm

SPRC (Z)

19

• 10 am

Upper Room Group

(Z)

• 6:30 pm 

Bible Study

Gospel of Matthew

20

• 5 pm

Bean Supper

21

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

22

• 5:30 pm

23

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

24

• 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

25

• 10 am

Faith Journey

26

• 10 am

Worship at

Schooner

• 6:30 pm 

Bible Study

Gospel of Matthew

27

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

28

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

29

• 5:30 pm

30

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

31 • 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

Sunday’s Morning Worship Schedule
8:30 am  Praise and Worship (In Person and Zoom)

9:30 am Choir Practice

9:30 am to 10:15 am “Grow Deeper” Class with Pastor Steve

10:30 am - Worship Service (In Person and Live-stream), Sunday School

11:30 am Mary MacMahon’s Church School Class (Zoom)

Communion held on the first Sunday of each month 
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The   United Methodist Church of Auburn is an 

inter generational Christian Community whose 

mission is to embody Christ's love through a 

commitment to serve God by fulfilling the 

spiritual, emotional and physical needs of our 

congregation and of our local and global

communities.
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