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The Pastor’s Pen

Greetings Parish,

With grateful hearts for the generous gift of adoption that God lavished on us (I
John 3:1), we seek to grow into lives of generosity. But what does that look
like? Especially if the one dollar we have is committed to three different
responsibilities all at once? Generous living includes sharing of money, to be
sure, but it is much broader than that alone.

Visit with me on our Thanksgiving and Christmas 1989… I had left my position
as pastoral assistant at Exeter UMC in order to push through my final seminary
coursework and Clinical Pastoral Education. All of our savings was consumed
by tuition and rent on our apartment. We were expecting our second child and
because of the pregnancy, the parents of those for whom Jude provided
childcare found alternative caregivers.

I earned a small amount working at the seminary library between classes. It was
barely enough for food and gas, but we made do. Jude was nearly nine months
along, so we did not travel home to parents for Thanksgiving that year. We ate
from a small turkey (given by my in-laws) and spent the day playing with our
two-year-old and singing “Over the River and Through the Woods” to
Mommy’s belly.

December 10th, the evening Elle was born, we feasted on boiled cabbage. Not
the best diet to prepare for delivery perhaps, but it was what it was. We had a
brick of lasagna in the freezer, but it was reserved for the midwife. Elle was our
Christmas gift to one another that year (with God’s help of course, but then,
doesn’t God always help with the gifts we give and receive?)

Instead of buying presents for the extended family, we made a small donation to
Heifer Project International for some baby chicks and sent notes to family,
saying that we did so in their honor. I’m sure they understood.

Even with term papers, newborn and toddler, that Advent was among the most
relaxed we have known. No malls, wrapping or baking. Jude scouted
community notices for free things to do. We attended a community band
concert, a live nativity held at Asbury Grove and a gingerbread house contest.
We watched A Charlie Brown Christmas and Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer
on TV. We read Christmas stories to our son and taught him how to play with a
dreidel. We took a stroll through the first winter snow, attended advent and
Christmas Eve candlelight services and recounted the story behind each
ornament placed on the tree.

It was Christmas on a Shoe String, I suppose, but it remains one of the most
cherished of our lives. We shared the little we had and invested in
relationships—with God, family, neighbors and one another. Like the first
Christmas, our celebration centered on the birth of a child and loving one
another. It was an investment which pays dividends to this day.

With gratitude, love and a splash of advent anticipation,

Pastor Steve Bascom
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Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday is Pastor’s Sabbath day. 

Pastor Steve will be in the church office Tuesday from
9 am to 12 noon.  He is also available by appointment. 

Parsonage phone: (207) 753-1275

Cell (339) 440-3746

sebisk@live.com

Parish Notes

We are grateful to Landon Knowlton who is earning
his Eagle Scout commendation by restoring the access
foot-path and outdoor grove sanctuary in the wooded
area behind the church this fall. May God’s grace be
with all who assist in this worthy endeavor!

The UMCA Board of Trustees thanks our United
Women of Faith for contributing $2,000 toward the
purchase and installation of a new hybrid hot water
system at UMC of Auburn.

Christians in the Marketplace Sunday was celebrated
on 9/21 with presentations by: Marj Patrick
(Androscoggin Literacy), Peter Keniston
(employment assistance) and Pat Titus (continuing
work with Wisdom’s Women). An insert was included
with the Worship Guide which lists Volunteer
Opportunities in the greater L/A area. This insert is
also available from the Literature Table opposite the
Calvary window.

As part of the 9/28 recognition of the completion of
the Asylum-Seekers Resettlement Mission and Fund,
UMCA expressed gratitude to David and Mary
MacMahon for their leadership by establishing an
ongoing mission initiative known as the MacMahon
Second-Mile Mission. Each year, under the guidance
of the Missions Committee, a grant will be given to a
neighbor moving into the greater L/A area from away
(preferably abroad). The fund was established with
$500 from the Helping Hands Fund and was the
mission focus for the month of October.

Friendly Reminders 

The following items are needed for the Food 
Pantry on a weekly basis: peanut butter, toilet paper,
and pasta sauce.  Please place items in the grocery
cart outside the sanctuary.  

If you have questions about the pantry or wish to

volunteer, please speak with Leroy Brown.  Thank
you for supporting this mission and helping local
people meet their most basic needs. 

E-beacon Invitation
To receive your eBeacon, send an email to
sunnysidegardens@roadrunner.com.   If you would
like to receive an electronic version of the Beacon
and still receive a paper copy please be sure to
specify this otherwise you will be removed from the
mailing list for the Beacon.  Many thanks to those that
are already receiving their eBeacon! The group is
growing.  Please keep your email address up to
date.  If it changes, send a note to the email above.

P.S.  You can also find  the most recent and the last 
issues of the Beacon on our web site-
auburnmethodist.org,  so please check it out.  

Church News

Shop on Park Avenue
Saturday, November 22, 9 am to 1 pm
Plans are in place and we are busily preparing for the
big day.  As always your help is invaluable.  If you
would like to help out in any way speak to Cherie
Downing, Janet Wilkinson or Chris Conant.

SET UP:   Wednesday around 9.  We need to get all
the tables set up and covered as well as moving books,
toys and white elephant items to the rooms.  Many
hands make light work. Please join us if you can.

CLEAN UP:  Saturday 1 PM. Once again we have to
get everything put away and rooms back and ready for
church on Sunday morning.  Please, please, please
come help us out.

We are not renting a dumpster to save on costs so if
you have a truck and could take some leftovers to the
Salvation Army, etc., it would be greatly appreciated.
 
The Missions Committee is once again supporting
the Thanksgiving gift cards as our mission focus for
November. Many thanks to Jan Wilkinson for her help
and support in guiding us through this process for the
first time! Her knowledge is invaluable! If you are
aware of any family in the parish who is in need of a
little extra help this holiday season, please let anyone
on the Missions Committee know so that we can offer
some assistance.
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Thank you again for your support of our mission
projects and have a wonderful holiday season!

Patricia Light

Food Pantry Focus for November
Each month the Mission Committee focuses on an
item for Food Pantry donation.  This month we are
focusing on FLOUR.

We encourage the congregation to bring this item in
for the shopping cart and although flour is featured
this month, all non-perishable food and household
needs are most welcome.  Please place your
contributions in the shopping cart anytime.

The Prayer Stream
The church prayer chain had a name change last year.  
The Prayer Stream, reflects our UMC District name
of Many Waters. The leadership team is composed of
Janet Irish coordinator, email stream; Lucky DiBello,
phone stream; Nancy Holler, back up email stream
and Lisa Delorme, the Sunday live-streaming contact. 
Lisa transcribes prayers submitted on the Facebook
live stream of the worship service in real time. We
have about 30 persons who pray when requests are
sent to them. The prayers that Pastor Steve requests
on Sunday morning, those from the Prayer Slips the
congregation submits and now also those prayer
requests from the community Prayer Box near the
front walk of the church (see next column) are sent
out to the team each week and other prayers are sent
as received. 

We would love to have you volunteer to be part of the
praying team, either email or phone. Contact Janet
Irish or Lucky DiBello with questions or to volunteer
to be on the Prayer Stream Team (contact information
below).

If you have a prayer request, please let us know. To
request prayers from the team, please email Janet or
the backup team member (Nancy Holler during
November and December when Janet will be away.)
You may phone Lucky with your request if you prefer.
Contact info:
!Janet Irish, Team Coordinator: joel.irish@maine.edu
!Nancy Holler, Team Backup email:

nanholler@aol.com
!Lucky DiBello, Phone Team: at 784-3869. 

We will communicate with each other to see that both
streams receive your request.

We hope that more of you will feel you can add your

prayers for members of our congregation and
community. 

Prayer on the Go
For those times when prayer is needed for help or
celebration, the United Methodist Church of Auburn
is offering a Community Prayer Request drive up
station located at the edge of our parking lot on Park
Ave.  All those in need of prayer are invited to drive
up or walk up, fill out a brief form, and deposit it in a
locked slot.  Prayer recipients will be prayerfully
remembered during worship and for the duration of
the following week.  The names of those to be
remembered can be noted by their first name only and
the person requesting the prayers has the option of
remaining anonymous.

Events 

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 am - ‘In Person’
10:30 am - ‘In Person’ & Live-stream
(You Tube, UMCA Facebook,
www.auburnmethodist.org)

Growing Deeper
“Facilitated Conversation Centered on Lectionary
Readings for the Day”
Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 am
UMC of Auburn Lounge 
(Led by Pastor Steve Bascom)

Men’s Monthly Fellowship Breakfast 
Auburn/Lewiston
Saturday, November 1st, 7:30 am, UMCA
Saturday, December 6th, 7:30 am, UMCA
Guests also welcome!

Upper Room Devotional
Weekly Zoom Meetings, Fridays at 10 am
November 7, 14 & 21
(Open to all/facilitated by Pastor Steve Bascom)
Speak to Pastor Steve if you wish to receive the zoom
invitation.

Bible Study
Friday Nights, 6:30 pm, UMCA
November 7, 14, 21 & 28

Cooperative Parish Advent Study
“An Unlikely Advent” by Rachel Billups
Tuesday Nights, at 7 pm, via zoom
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11/25 – “What If I Missed It?” (Elizabeth Bachelder
Smith)

12/2 – “Playing the Villain” (Alicia Velez Stewart)
12/9 – “A Curious People” (Patricia Miller/Andrea

Harvey)
12/16 – “When God Shows Up” (Stephen Bascom,

Sr.)
Pastor Steve will host a zoom access meeting at
UMCA on these evenings for any who wish to attend
but do not have zoom access.

Assisted-Living Monthly Worship Services
Led by Pastor Steve Bascom
Clover Manor, November 20th (10 am)
Schooner Estates, November 28th (10 am)

Annual UMCA Church Conference
In cooperation with the five churches of the
Androscoggin Cooperative Parish
(All are encouraged to attend)
Sunday, November 9th, 3 to 5 pm
Brunswick United Methodist Church
320 Church Road, Brunswick, ME

Shop on Park Avenue
Saturday, November 22, 9am to 1pm

Public Church Supper
Saturday, December 6th, 4:30 pm
(Serving at 5 pm)
Serenaded by the Park Avenue Pickers
(No supper in November)

Sunday School
November
November is the month
When days start growing short
We say we are thankful
And watch our favorite sport!
We celebrate the harvest
With turkeys who say "gobble"
We feast on Thanksgiving Day
And eat until we wobble!

Sunday School has had good
attendance  and the children have been busy.
Many Thanks to Edith Coffin for helping with telling
Godly Play stories while Ms. Mary has been busy with
presentations in church. She has done an excellent
job.

The Youth Group met with Pastor Steve and Cherie

Poole on October 12.  They enjoyed pizza and carved
pumpkins and looked at the plans for the rest of the
year.  We are still looking for and in need of someone
to lead the older youth on Sunday Morning  If you are
interested speak with Ms. Cherie.

So thankful to have some new acolytes in training. 
Ethan Spiller and Declan Biddle have been practicing
and are anxious to give it a try.

Thanksgiving Gratitude Game
What You Need:
! M & Ms or other colored candies
! a bowl
! use the list below
RED - a need God has provided for
ORANGE - a gift you received
YELLOW - something you recently learned
GREEN - something in nature
BLUE - special memory
BROWN - someone you Love

What to do:
One at a time pick a candy and share what you are
thankful for according to the color.  Continue until all
the candy is gone.  HAVE FUN!

Thanksgiving Blessing from Sunday School
Thank you God for all that grows,
Thank you for the sky's rainbows,
Thank you for the stars that shine, 
Thank you for these friends of mine,
Thank you for the moon and sun,
Thank you God for all you've done!

November Celebrations

Birthdays Anniversaries

6 Jeff and Dawn Beaule

7 Edith Coffin

11 Steven Jamrog, Evan Spiller

15 Ruth Southworth

Frank Thomas

16 Nancy Holler

18 Janet Irish

Barbara Jamrog

21 Geraldine Tinkham

23 Jeff Beaule

25 Evan Cossey

If you would like your birthday or anniversary added to our
monthly list, please contact Sharon McGilvery at
207.782.0089.  You may leave a message if no answer.
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November 2025 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

• 7:30 am
Men’s breakfast

2

Sunday Worship
(see below)

•  9:30 am
Choir Practice

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper

3

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

4

• 1:30  pm
Missions Comm.

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

5

• 11 am
Adult Church Study
(Z)

• 6 pm 
Park Ave. Pickers

6

• 9:30 am
Faith Journey

• 10:45 am
NOW Committee

• 6:30 pm
Church Council

7 

• 10 am
Upper Room
Devot. Group (Z)

• 6:30 pm 
Bible Study
Gospel of Matthew

8

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

9
Sunday Worship
(see below)

•  9:30 am
Choir Practice

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper

• 3-5 pm
Church Conference
Brunswick UMC

10

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

11

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

12
• 8:30 am - 2 pm
District Comm.
 on Ministry

• 11 am
Adult Church Study
(Z)

• 6 pm 
Park Ave. Pickers

13

• 9:30 am
Faith Journey

   

14 

• 10 am
Upper Room
Devot. Group (Z)

• 6:30 pm 
Bible Study
Gospel of Matthew

15

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

16

Sunday Worship
(see below)

•  9:30 am
Choir Practice

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper

• 12 pm
Christian Ed. Mtg.

17

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

18

• 2 pm
Naomi Circle

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

• 6:15 pm 
Trustees Mtg.

19

• 10 am
Adult Church Study
(Z)

• 6 pm 
Park Ave. Pickers

Fair Setup Day!!

20

• 10 am
Clover Worship

Fair Setup Day!!

21

• 10 am
Upper Room
Devot. Group (Z)

• 6:30 pm 
Bible Study
Gospel of Matthew

Fair Setup Day!!

22

• 9 am  to 1 pm
Shop on Park Ave. 

23

Sunday Worship
(see below)

•  9:30 am
Choir Practice

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper

• 12 pm
Worship
Committee

24

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

25

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

• 7 pm
Advent Study
(Only on Zoom)

26

• 10 am
Adult Church Study
(Z)

• 6 pm 
Park Ave. Pickers

27

Happy
Thanksgiving!

(Church Office Closed)

28

Church Office
Closed

• 10 am
Worship at
Schooner

• 6:30 pm 
Bible Study
Gospel of Matthew

29

No Church Activities
Scheduled

30
UM Student Day

Sunday W orship
(see below)

•  9:30 am
Choir Practice

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper

Sunday’s Morning Worship Schedule
8:30 am  Praise and Worship, In Person (IP)

10:30 am - Worship Service, In Person (IP) and Live-stream (LS- Facebook and YouTube)

Communion on the first Sunday each month

Please refer to the church calendar for day and time of events or 

call the church office Monday thru Friday, 9 am to noon. 

207.782.3972 or email office@auburnmethodist.org
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The   United Methodist Church of Auburn is an 
inter generational Christian Community whose 
mission is to embody Christ's love through a 
commitment to serve God by fulfilling the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of our 
congregation and of our local and global
communities.
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