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The Pastor’s Pen 

God’s grace be with you! As a parish, UMC of Auburn has been deeply blessed over

the past twenty years or so to have had the team of Kay Little and Cherie Downing as

leaders of our spiritual formation programs. Together, they have provided seasoned,

compassionate care, and guidance to our Sunday School, Vacation Bible School,

nursery, youth and adult education programs.

Kay Little learned of the Godly Play curriculum and teaching strategy and took it

upon herself to receive training as a guide with the program. She introduced our

parish to the gentle, invitational approach to Bible learning which ‘awakens’ in

children a thirst for a relationship with God. Over time, she established and expanded

the library of Bible stories with manipulatives that facilitate hands-on exploration of

both core and elective themes of spiritual development. She has also trained others in

this vital work, exporting the spiritual formation gifts of UMCA to other church

communities.

Cherie Downing, drawing upon decades of teaching in public school, guided our

church school, Vacation Bible School, nursery program, youth group, etc., with

creativity, enthusiasm, vision and adaptability. She gave countless hours beyond

those contracted to connect with children and families, to create colorful and

inspirational bulletin boards, to organize church school resources, to coordinate field

trips, to promote Camp Mechuwana relationships, to celebrate accomplishments of

children, and to facilitate annual scholarship awards to emerging youth.

Both Kay and Cherie have given thought, prayer, counsel and leadership to the

development of safe sanctuary policies and procedures which ensure the safety of

children and the integrity of leaders working with youth in the parish. As pastor, I

cannot thank them enough for their hard work, creativity and sacrifice!

As a parish, we want to celebrate their work among us and will have opportunity to

do so in January 2026 (date to be announced). I hope you will collect some of your

memories, stories and tributes so they may be generously shared when that day

comes. In the meantime, please take a moment to let Kay and Cherie know how

deeply their work has been appreciated.

God’s joy be with you as we enter a new year together,

Rev. Steve Bascom, Pastor, UMC of Auburn
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Pastor’s Office Hours

Monday is Pastor’s Sabbath day. 

Pastor Steve will be in the church office

Tuesday from 9 am to 12 noon.  

He is also available by appointment, parsonage phone:

(207) 753-1275;   sebisk@outlook.com

Parish Notes

We are grateful to servant leaders in our parish and

recognize those who stepped down at year’s end from

multiple years of service: Cherie Downing (Church

School Superintendent), Kay Little (Christian

Education Chair), Pat Titus (Missions Chair) and John

Plourde (Trustees Chair). Thank you!

We celebrate with member Pat Robichaud who

celebrated her 90th birthday in December.

Congratulations!

Our hearts go out to the family and friends of Nancy

Harris who died early in December. Nancy was a

member of Calvary UMC, Lewiston, for many years

and came to UMC of Auburn through the vital merger

as of January 2025. We are grateful for the gift of her

life and for her family’s Methodist connections

through the years.

Friendly Reminders

The following items are needed for the Food 

Pantry on a weekly basis: peanut butter, toilet paper,

and pasta sauce.  Please place items in the grocery

cart outside the sanctuary.  

If you have questions about the pantry or wish to

volunteer, please speak with Leroy Brown.  Thank

you for supporting this mission and helping local

people meet their most basic needs. 

E-beacon Invitation

To receive your eBeacon, send an email to

sunnysidegardens@roadrunner.com.   If you would

like to receive an electronic version of the Beacon

and still receive a paper copy please be sure to

specify this otherwise you will be removed from the

mailing list for the Beacon.  Many thanks to those that

are already receiving their eBeacon! The group is

growing.  Please keep your email address up to

date.  If it changes, send a note to the email above.

P.S.  You can also find  the most recent and the last 

issues of the Beacon on our web site-

auburnmethodist.org, so please check it out.  

Prayer Stream Team

If you have a prayer request, please let us know. To

request prayers from the team, please email Janet or

the backup team member, Nancy Holler.  You may

alternately phone Lucky with your request if you

prefer.  

Janet Irish, Team Coordinator: joel.irish@maine.edu

Nancy Holler, Team Backup email:

nanholler@aol.com

Lucky DiBello, Phone Team: at 784-3869. 

We will communicate with each other to see that both

streams receive your request.

Church News

Many Thanks!

Kay little and I have been a team for 15 years.  We

always said when one was ready to retire from the

position the other one would do the same.  The time

has come for a new team to take the Leadership Role. 

I have truly enjoyed my time as Sunday School

Superintendent.  The teachers that this church is

blessed with is beyond AMAZING.  They have made

my job so easy.  Many thanks to all of them.  I know

that Beth and Megan will do a great job bringing fresh

new ideas and energy to the positions. I will continue

on as part of the Education Committee and will offer

my help and assistance whenever and wherever it is

needed.
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More Thanks!

How do I begin to tell all of you how blessed I am?  I

will start by saying what a gift God gave me when he

put me in this position of Sunday School

Superintendent. This congregation has supported me,

uplifted me, comforted me and brought me so much

joy.  I am truly THANKFUL, GRATEFUL and 

BLESSED.

Thank you for the wonderful gift you gave to me for

Christmas.  This was a really thoughtful gesture on

your part and I appreciated it and YOU a  lot.

          Blessings,

Cherie

 

What the New Year brings to you will depend a great

deal on what you bring to the New Year.  Let our New

Year resolution be this:  We will be there for one

another as fellow members of humanity in the finest

sense of the word.  

Shop on Park Avenue

Take a bow and pat yourselves on the back.  The final

deposit made for the church fair was  $12,153.93

Christmas Gift Bags

Once again we are requesting Christmas gift bags

after the holidays to use for the Surprise Bags at next

year’s Fair.  We did not do Surprise Bags at the Fair

this year, but plan to make them available in 2026. At

past Church Fairs Surprise Bags for children, women

and men were sold for $5 each with no cost associated

with them - gift bags, gift items and tissue paper were

all donated. That money all benefitted the church! 

You may leave the bags on the cart near the coat rack

in the Fellowship Hall marked for Janet Irish. Please

wait until fall to donate the gifts that go in them. Let’s

hope for a good year for this booth at the 2026 Shop

on Park Avenue Fair.  

Food Pantry Focus for January

Each month the Mission Committee is focusing on an

item for Food Pantry donation.  This month we are

focusing on TOILET PAPER.

We encourage the congregation to bring this item in

for the shopping cart and although toilet paper is

featured this month, all non-perishable food and

household needs are most welcome.  Please place

your contributions in the shopping cart anytime during

the month of January.

Missions Committee 

The Missions Committee ended 2025 by awarding its

first McMahon Second Mile mission award of

$1,000.00 to a deserving refugee family. This will be

an ongoing project of the committee and church and is

much needed in our community. We invite

parishioners to nominate immigrant families or

individuals in need of monetary assistance in their

journey in their new environment.

Our Mission focus for January 2026 will be the Salem

Economic Ministry, which provides many essential

goods and services to an economically depressed area

of northern Maine.

Clothing boxes are out in Fellowship hall for

outerwear to be distributed to several sites and we

appreciate your contributions!

Thank you again for your continued generous support

of the Mission work of the AUMC!

Pat Titus

Events 

Sunday Worship Services

8:30 am - ‘In Person’

10:30 am - ‘In Person’ & Live-stream

(You Tube, UMCA Facebook,

www.auburnmethodist.org)

Growing Deeper

“Facilitated Conversation Centered on Lectionary

Readings for the Day”

Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 am

UMC of Auburn Lounge (Led by Pastor Steve Bascom)
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Men’s Monthly Fellowship Breakfast -

Auburn/Lewiston

Saturday, January 3rd, 7:30 am, UMCA

Saturday, February 7th, 7:30 am, UMCA

Guests also welcome!

Upper Room Devotional

Weekly Zoom Meetings, Fridays at 10 am

January 9, 16 & 30

(Open to all/facilitated by Pastor Steve Bascom)

Speak to Pastor Steve if you wish to receive the zoom

invitation.

Bible Study: Esther

Friday Nights, 6:30 pm, UMCA

January 9, 16, 23 & 30

Assisted-Living Monthly Worship Services

Led by Pastor Steve Bascom

Clover Manor, January 15th (10 am)

Schooner Estates, January 23rd (10 am)

Public Church Supper

Saturday, January 17th, 4:30 pm

(Serving at 5 pm)

Serenaded by the Park Avenue Pickers

Sunday School

Scholarship Recipients

Please send a copy of your transcript for the semester you

just finished so that we can issue your scholarship.  It

may be emailed to me at butchncherie@gmail.com or a

copy may be mailed to the church at UMC of Auburn,

439 Park Ave, Auburn, ME 04210, Attention: Cherie

Downing.

JANUARY is the start of a New Year, a new calendar, a

fresh start.  Many people make resolutions. This is a

promise to do better in the coming year.  Here are a few

suggestions for children to make:  less screen time and

more exercise, do something nice for someone, attend

Sunday School and church on a regular basis.

Parents:  fill your children with good thoughts before

they go to bed.  Ask them about their favorite part of the

day.  Praise them and tell them they are the BEST gift

from God. They will fall asleep feeling ten feet tall.

From all of US in Sunday School to all of YOU:  May

the New Year be filled  with healing hope, answered

prayers, unexpected blessings, peace of mind,  joyful

moments and much happiness.

We have ended the year with wonderful attendance in all

the classes and Youth Group.  Many thanks to our

wonderful teachers and classroom helpers. 

THANK YOU to Declan Biddle and Ethan Spiller for

being acolytes.  The smiles on their faces tell the whole

story.  Proud of both of you.

YOUTH GROUP held a LOCK IN at the end of

December.  Those who attended enjoyed pizza, a movie,

games with prizes and a late night candlelight service.

COLD and FLU season has arrived.  If your child is

coughing, sneezing and sniffing please keep them home.

Our Nursery and Sunday School rooms are small and we

want everyone to stay healthy.  Thank you in advance.

January Celebrations
Birthdays Anniversaries

2     Pat Titus

3     Diane Higgins

       Saphryn Humason-Fulgham

       Patricia Thomas

8     Frank & Patricia Thomas

9     Kay Little

10   Sarah Swett

       Marcy Keniston

13   Mary Coffin

17   Lucien Mathieu

20   Bob Sprague

24   Joel Irish

31   Elaine Hemenway

Happy New Year to each of you!  If you would like your
birthday and/or anniversary entered in our monthly
Beacon, please contact Sharon McGilvery at
207.782.0089 (you can leave a message) or send a note
to 200 Stetson Road, Apt. 417, Auburn, ME 04210.
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January 2026 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

(Z) = Zoom
  

1

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

(Office Closed)

2

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

3

• 7:30 am

Men’s Breakfast

Fellowship Hall

4

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

• 9:30 am

 Choir Practice

5 

• 5:30 pm

6 

• 1:30 pm

Mission Committee

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

7

• 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

8

• 9:30 am

Faith Journey

• 10:45 am

NOW Committee

• 6:30 pm

Church Council

9

• 10 am

Upper Room Group

(Z)

• 6:30 pm 

Bible Study

Esther

10

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

11

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

• 9:30 am

 Choir Practice

12

• 5:30 pm

13

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

14

• 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

15

• 9:30 am

Faith Journey

• 10 am

Clover Worship

• 6 pm   SPRC 

16

• 10 am

Upper Room Group

(Z)

• 6:30 pm 

Bible Study

Esther

17

• 5 pm

Bean Supper

18

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

• 9:30 am

 Choir Practice

19

• 5:30 pm

Church Office

Closed

20

• 2 pm

Naomi Circle

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

• 6:15 pm

Trustees

21

• 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

22

• 9:30 am

Faith Journey

23

• 10 am

Worship at

Schooner

• 6:30 pm 

Bible Study

Esther

24

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

25

Sunday Worship 
(see below)

• Noon

Worship

Committee

26

• 5:30 pm

27

• 4:30 pm

Choir Practice

28 

• 10 am

Adult Church

Study (Z)

• 6 pm 

Park Ave. Pickers

29 

• 9:30 am

Faith Journey

30

 • 10 am

Upper Room Group

(Z)

• 6:30 pm 

Esther

31

No Church

Activities

Scheduled

Sunday’s Morning Worship Schedule
8:30 am  Praise and Worship, In Person (IP)

9:30 am Growing Deeper class with Pastor Steve

10:30 am - Worship Service, In Person (IP) and Live-stream (LS- Facebook and YouTube)

Communion on the first Sunday each month

Please refer to the church calendar for day and time of events or 

call the church office Monday thru Friday, 9 am to noon. 

207.782.3972 or email office@auburnmethodist.org

5



UNITED METHODIST CHURCH         NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 

439 PARK AVENUE     US POSTAGE PAID 

AUBURN, MAINE 04210 AUBURN, MAINE 04210 

CHANGE SERVICE    REQUESTED   PERMIT NO. 9 

The United Methodist Church of Auburn is a reconciling

intergenerational Christian community that intentionally

welcomes all of God's children. Its mission is to embody

Christ's love through a commitment to serve God by fulfilling

the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of our congregation

and of our local and global communities.
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