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UNITED METHODIST
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439 PARK AVENUE
AUBURN, MAINE 04210

Telephone: (207) 782-3972
www.auburnmethodist.org

Church Secretary, Carla Daigle
Email: office@auburnmethodist.org

Office Hours: Monday  - Friday
9 am until Noon

Sunday Worship 8:30 and 10:30 am

Nursery Care Available

Sunday School

Staff

Rev. Stephen Bascom, Pastor

sebisk@outlook.com

parsonage: (207) 753-1275
cell: (339) 440-3746

Ryan Slocum, Organist

Caroline Coffin, Choir Dirctor

William Buzza, Bell Choir Director

Peter Poliquin, Custodian

Edith Ellis, Beacon Editor

Cherie Downing, SS Superintendent

Email articles to

sunnysidegardens@roadrunner.com

BEACON deadline for submission 
is the 10  of the month prior toth

publication date. 

Next due date is February 10th

   

On Sunday, February 2nd (10:30 am service and following), we will
celebrate the vital merger of Calvary UMC with UMC of Auburn. Our
Handbell Choir will offer an anthem of celebration and the Wesleyan
Singers will perform an anthem of “This Is a Day of New Beginnings,”
arranged by Ryan Slocum, with lyric adaptation. Following the service,
we will enjoy cupcakes together! The service will also include baptismal
renewal liturgy and consecration of the Calvary stained-glass
Gethsemane Window.

During holy week (4/13-20), the window will serve as one of the
Stations of the Cross for a devotional encounter with the Passion
Journey of Jesus (details to be announced). I encourage you to begin
your Lenten journey this year on Ash Wednesday, March 5th. From noon
to 1 pm on that day, I will offer ashes to those who visit the church
parking lot and a worship service at 6:30 pm. The Missions Committee
has named Heifer Project International as the recipient of Lenten
missional contributions.

Our newly-merged parish is looking for a church historian who would be
willing to organize historical records and artifacts connected with both
predecessor churches. I can certainly offer guidance in this work, but
need assistance. The NOW (Nurture, Outreach, Witness) Committee is
also working toward a membership audit/update and revision of the
parish pictorial directory. Please speak with me if you would like to be
part of this effort.

I sent copies of the newly published Roster of Lay Leadership and
Nominations and 2025 Investment in Ministry (annual budget) to the
parish list of emails that I currently have. If you did not receive this (and
would like to), please update your current email address with Carla at the
church office. There are a limited number of print copies available from
the church office for those who do not have print capability.

     Ever grateful for the journey,

     Rev. Steve Bascom, Sr., Pastor
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Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday is Pastor’s Sabbath day. 

Pastor Steve will be in the church office

Tuesday from 9 am to 12 noon.  

He is also available by appointment, parsonage phone: 

(207) 753-1275;   sebisk@outlook.com

Parish Notes

UMCA 2024 Higher Education Scholarships ($1,000
each) were given to: Gavin Therriault, Kayla Therriault
(Bill Hackett Scholarships) and to: Saphryn
Humason-Fulgham, Ryan Slocum (Wentworth
Scholarships) on 1/26/25.  Congratulations!  Scholarship
applications for 2025 need to be submitted by May 1st for
eligibility.

With joy, we welcome Kathleen ‘Kathy’ Brann as a new
member of UMC of Auburn (1/12/25)!  Kathy transferred
from Peoples UMC, South Portland where she served as
financial secretary and is now part of the UMCA finance
team. Welcome!

With gratitude for their lives, we honor the memory of
parishioners who passed away since publication of the last
issue of The Beacon: Bruce Bartlett (joined UMCA in
1967), Jeffrey Mayerson (Calvary UMC member,
memorial, 2/28, 3 pm calling hour, 4 pm service at
UMCA) and Judy Kuhn (joined UMCA in 2015).  Judy’s
Celebration of Life was held at UMCA on 1/11/25 and
honored her generous service and talent as UMCA
organist.  May God’s grace be with family and friends.

Friendly Reminders 

The following items are needed for the Food 
Pantry on a weekly basis: peanut butter, toilet paper,
and pasta sauce.  Please place items in the grocery cart
outside the sanctuary.  

If you have questions about the pantry or wish to
volunteer, please speak with Leroy Brown.  Thank you
for supporting this mission and helping local people
meet their most basic needs. 

E-beacon Invitation
To receive your eBeacon, send an email to
sunnysidegardens@roadrunner.com.   If you would like
to receive an electronic version of the Beacon and still
receive a paper copy please be sure to specify this
otherwise you will be removed from the mailing list for

the Beacon.  Many thanks to those that are already
receiving their eBeacon! The group is growing. 
Please keep your email address up to date.  If it
changes, send a note to the email above.

P.S.  You can also find  the most recent and the last 
issues of the Beacon on our web site-
auburnmethodist.org,  so please check it out.  

Church News

Our mission project focus for February is City
Mission which is located in the basement of the
former Calvary UMC in Lewiston. Their programs
provide hats, gloves, mittens and socks as well as
meals and snacks every Sunday for breakfast and
lunch, and an evening meal every Wednesday.

The Missions committee continues to maintain
boxes in the parish hall for donations of new or
clean, gently used clothing: coats, shoes and boots, 
hats, gloves, mittens and socks. All items donated
are distributed appropriately to the Center For
Wisdom’s Women, the Assylum Seekers
Resettlement Program, and the Trinity drop in
center.

Thank you again for your continued support and
contributions!

Pat Titus
Subs for Super Bowl Sunday!
Our Youth Group is hosting their annual Subs on
Super Bowl Sunday fundraiser! Youth will be taking
orders and payment before and after church on
Sunday, January 26, and Sunday, February 2.

Subs will be made fresh during the service on
Sunday, February 9, and ready for pickup after
church that day.

Options & Pricing:
    6-inch Sub, Chips, and Drink: $10
    12-inch Sub, Chips, and Drink: $15
    (Sub Options: Turkey, Ham, or Veggie)

Funds raised will support:  
•50% towards our World Vision sponsorships of
Thi Bich Ngoc, Natacha Zito, and Ayanda.  

•50% towards a fun Pizza & Rollerskating event for
Youth Group and their families at the Rollerdrome
on Sunday, February 23, after church.

Thank you for supporting our youth and these
wonderful causes!
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Scheduled and Future Events 

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 am - ‘In Person’ & Zoom
10:30 am - ‘In Person’ & Live-stream
(You Tube, UMCA Facebook,
www.auburnmethodist.org)

Growing Deeper
“Facilitated Conversation Centered on Lectionary
Readings for the Day”
Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 am
UMC of Auburn Lounge (Led by Pastor Steve
Bascom)

Men’s Monthly Fellowship Breakfast -
Auburn/Lewiston
Saturday, February 1st, 2025, 7:30 am, UMCA
Saturday, March 1st, 2025, 7:30 am, UMCA
Guests also welcome!

Upper Room Devotional
Weekly Zoom Meetings, Fridays at 10 am
February 14 & 21
(Open to all/facilitated by Pastor Steve Bascom)
Speak to Pastor Steve if you wish to receive the zoom
invitation.

Assisted-Living Monthly Worship Services
Led by Pastor Steve Bascom
Clover Manor, February 20th, 10 am
Schooner Estates, February 28th, 10 am

Bible Study: Matthew
Friday Nights, 6:30 pm, UMCA
February 21 & 28, 2025

Faith Journey (weekly women’s spiritual formation
group)  Open to All Women of the UMCA Parish
Thursdays, 9:30 am, UMCA choir room.

Celebration of the Merger between Calvary UMC of
Lewiston and United Methodist Church of Auburn
February 2nd, 2025, 10:30 am, UMCA
(Consecration of the Calvary Gethsemane Window)

Church Public Supper
Saturday, February 15th, 5 pm
Park Avenue Pickers (perform
prior to supper)

Sunday School

Love Is Important

Love is so important,
In everything we do;
Love brings out the very best,
In every point of view.

It is easier to be loving
Then to hold onto a grudge.
We get stuck in negativity
And our ego will not budge.

Experiences good and bad
Will always come and go.
Being able to love regardless
Is how our spirits grow.

Love works in mysterious ways
To soften any concern.
Giving love away freely
Reaps loving rewards in return.

How wonderful and magical
We feel when we are loved.
We truly are on top of the world;
There is nothing we can't rise above.

Let’s turn all negative thinking
Into positive loving thoughts
By spreading love, joy and peace
As, for thousands of years, we have been taught.
HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY.

Now that the holidays and all the festivities are behind
us, we at Sunday School are looking forward to seeing
the classes filled with children.  We have had
exceptionally good attendance.  The teachers are so
happy to see so many smiling faces.  If you want to
feel encouraged and inspired, come see a Sunday
School classroom filled with excited students.  It is a
true blessing.

Sunday School is in need of individually wrapped
snacks.  If you would like to donate something you
can leave them in the Christian Education office.

Many thanks to the Youth group for presenting
Beulahland on Christmas.
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Many thanks to Chris and Cherie Poole, Beth Woodhead,
Kayla Therriault and Jean Adamen for chaperoning the
Youth Group overnight lock in.  Tents were set up,
activities were ready to go and the excitement of the youth
was a joy to see.

High School Seniors
Scholarship Applications are available.  Please see Ms.
Cherie for needed paperwork.  DEADLINE is MAY 1.

I know that this has been on the announcements but I
wanted to thank the congregation for the Christmas gift.  It
left me feeling overwhelmingly grateful. It is the perfect
representation of the warm and caring nature of the
congregation. 

With appreciation and thanks, Cherie

Support Groups that use our church.
• Every Monday Evening-
   Keep Coming Back AA (Men and Women)
   There is a Solution   
   The Serenity Group (12-Step Fellowship)

• Every Tuesday Evening
   Alanon (Women)

Girl Scouts
•3rd Wednesdays
Leadership Team Meeting

• 2  & 4  Wednesday, Troop 5043nd th

• Last Friday of Month
Girl Scout Troop 134

Cub and Boy Scouts
• Cub Scouts Pack 111, every Thursday evening

•Boy Scout Troop 121, every Thursday evening

•Boy Scout Troop 111, every Friday evening

Outside Groups That Regularly Use Our Church
Building 
Androscoggin Music Together 
Edgewood Condo Association
Granite Mills Condo Association
Literacy Volunteers of Androscoggin County
Maine Iris Society
Music Together
Park Avenue Pickers
Rotary 
and others as requested.

Please refer to the church calendar in the Church Hall for

day and time of events or call the church office:
Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM – Noon at 782-3972.

February Celebrations

Birthdays Anniversaries

2 Cassidy Stone
Olivia Skilling

3 Brenda Bisson
Don Malpass

5 Lucille Webber
8 Jan Wilkinson
10 Nancy Beatrice
13 Donna Manson
14 Larry Paquette
15          Steve & Barbara Jamrog
18 Josephine Derouche
20 Randy Fowler
22 Helen Shelton

Carl Skilling
25 Bruce Damon
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February 2025 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

(Z) = Zoom
 1

• 7:30 am
Men’s Breakfast

2

Sunday Worship
(see  below)

Merger Service to
follow.

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper Class

• 9:30 am 
Choir Practice     

3

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

4

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

5

• 11 am
Adult Church Study
(Z) 

• 6 pm
Park Ave Pickers
Rehearsal   

6 

• 9:30 am   
Faith Journey

7

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

8

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

9

Sunday Worship
(see  below)

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper Class

• 9:30 am 
Choir Practice

10   

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

11

• 10 am
UWF Meeting

• 2 pm
Mission Comm.

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

12

• 11 am
Adult Church Study
(Z)

• 6 pm
Park Ave Pickers
Rehearsal       

• 6 pm
 Finance Comm.

13

• 9:30 am 
Faith Journey

• 10:45 am
NOW Committee 

• 6:30 pm
Church  Council 

14 

• 10 am
Upper Room
Devot. Group (Z)

15

• 5 pm
Bean Supper
Park Ave Pickers 

16

 Sunday Worship
(see  below)

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper Class

• 9:30 am 
Choir Practice     

17

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

President’s Day-
Office Closed

18

• 2 pm
Naomi Circle

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

• 6:15  pm
Trustees

19

• 11 am
Adult Church Study
(Z)     

• 6 pm
Park Ave Pickers
Rehearsal   

20

• 9:30 am   
Faith Journey

• 10 am
Clover Worship

21

• 10 am
Upper Room
Devot. Group (Z)

• 6:30 pm 
Bible Study
Gospel of Matthew

22 

No Church
Activities
Scheduled

23

•Sunday Worship
(see  below)

• 9:30 am
Grow Deeper Class

• 9:30 am 
Choir Practice

24

• 5:30 pm
Bell Choir

25

• 8 am to 5 pm
Life-Line Health
Screening in
Fellowship Hall

• 4:30 pm
Choir Practice

26

• 10 am
Adult Church Study
(Z)     

• 6 pm
Park Ave Pickers
Rehearsal   

27

• 9:30 am   
Faith Journey

28
• 10:00 am 
Worship at
Schooner

• Jeffrey Mayerson  
Calling and Service 
                            º
• 6:30 pm 
Bible Study
Gospel of Matthew

(Jeffrey Mayerson
calling at 3 pm and
service at 4 pm)

Sunday’s Morning Worship Schedule
8:30 am  Praise and Worship (In Person and Zoom)

9:30 am Choir Practice
9:30 am to 10:15 am “Grow Deeper” Class with Pastor Steve

10:30 am - Worship Service (In Person and Live-stream), Sunday School
Communion held on the first Sunday of each month
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Life line Screening Page will be here
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The   United Methodist Church of Auburn is an 
inter generational Christian Community whose 
mission is to embody Christ's love through a 
commitment to serve God by fulfilling the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of our 
congregation and of our local and global
communities.
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